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Prologue – The guests arrive
[GS:] A chorus of three characters and then a chorus of four characters but the characters that are the three characters are not the same characters as the characters that are four characters.
[??] And just then nobody disturbed them and so they could listen and they listened to this. 
[GS:] Now Sweet William had his genius and so he could tell a careful story of how they enjoyed themselves.  But he did not have his Lillian, he looked for Lillian

Act 1 – Sweet Williams and Lillian appear
[GS:] And then Sweet William saw his Lillian and they said.
[SW:] He had his birthday 
[Lillian:] on his birthday.
…
[AT:] And he said 
[GS:] All that was inside him inside dear Sweet William was shown not to be in him but to be held up so anyone looking could see them
[Lillian:] Dear Sweet William.
Act 2 – The guests, asking questions, vie to define what is going on 
[First character.]           Why do you do what you do?
[Second character.]       If the earth is not covered with water what is water?
[Third character.]          If the air is not filled with air how can they dare?
…
[AT:] What have they seen?
[GS:] They have seen what they said
[AT:] What have they said?
[GS:] That they said what they have seen.
[AT:] That is what has happened to all fifteen.
Act 3 March 6, 1936 GS letter to Carl VanVechten: “Alice says the third act has to be long” 
Scene 1 The creation of the world 
As the people cover the world all over the world is all covered over with people.
Scene 2 The moon is outshone by the lights
And so no dog barks at the moon now no not anywhere.
Scene 3 Alice tries to get it clear           
[AT:] How many characters are there?
[GS:] As many as there are
Scene 4 [GS:] Now very earnestly all the characters do not come together.
[First character.] But how could they when the earth is covered all over with everybody.
Scene 5 A discussion about what scene V could be, but it is decided there is no scene V
Scene 6 A cooking announcement
[AT:] Eating has nothing to do with yesterday or to-morrow or the earth being covered with people all over or the dogs not baying at the moon

Scene 7 A cooking
[First character.] Butter
[Second character.] Eggs
Last scene: Suddenly there is a war / no one responds
[Sweet William.] Suddenly there is a war
[Sweet William.] Suddenly is a word in three syllables
[Sweet William.] There is a war
[Sweet William.] Words of one syllable

Act 4 – Contention – and a wish
[First character.]            They made a joke of the first character
[Second character.]         It is easy to make a joke of the second character
[Third character.]           One at a time it is easy to be one at a time.
[Fourth character.]          As everybody knows what everybody knows.
[Fifth character.]             Monuments are often placed where they can be seen
[Sixth character.]             It is unfortunate that the sixth character comes after the fifth character.

After a quiet moment there is no quiet moment there is no quiet moment after or before.
This makes a crisis in the life of Sweet William.
[Sweet William.]               What is the earth
[Sweet William.]               I like not to know.
[Sweet William.]               I like not to know where there is no difference.
            Difference has so many syllables.
            Sweet William is never discouraged.
            Like the earth he can have it be that it is never again.
…
[Sweet William.]              Because I like it there is no one there is no earth and there are not 
                             people everywhere on it.
[Lillian.]                          There is a wish

Act 5 – Collaboration. The guests enter into the game together/ The guests depart
[GS:]                                                         First Act. What is a game?
[One of the Characters as First Act.]        A game is where they do it again.
[Another of the Characters as First Act.]  Oh yes no doubt a game
…
[AT:]                                               Acts Altogether. They all say
[GS:]                                                         Go go away


Epilogue – GS and AT are alone 
[AT:] How I would like that it could be that it could be said that it is true that one is too and two is three and three is four and five is two and one is one and a curtain can come and come, the only word here in two syllables is curtain, the only word in two syllables is William the only word in two syllables is Lillian the only word in three syllables is Characters and the only word in one syllable is Acts.
            [AT:] Acts
           [GS:] Curtain
            [AT:] Characters
           [GS:] Characters
           [AT:] Curtain
            [GS:] Acts
           [AT:] There is no one and one
           [GS:]  Nobody has met any one
Curtain Can Come.

DK NOTES:
I’m Nobody! Who are you?
Are you – Nobody – too?
Then there’s a pair of us!
Don't tell! they'd advertise – you know!
                                         —poem by Emily Dickinson, published posthumously in 1891

Something deeply private, encoded, not intended for the crowd … like women, [who] wrote the story of their lives, as it were, in cipher, to be translated only by a few and only when necessary.
    —from The Fraud a novel by Zadie Smith, 2023
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I am working a lot, tremendously, a book, and two plays, one is done, I guess it's pretty good
it is about Sweet William and his Lillian and is called Listen to me, I tried to make it like my memories of the Kirafly brothers and the Lion tamer, and then I got worried lest it meant too much but mama Woojums was pleased   [mama Woojums =Miss Toklas]
  — March 25,1936 GS letter to Carl VanVechten
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